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1. Touch. Horse/Pony to acknowledge and touch with his nose
Presentation of the obstacle by the handler, to the horse, a "look at this - isn't it the most
interesting thing you have ever seen " attitude - with the horse responding by looking at and
touching with his nose.
+ a positive response and an immediate acknowledgement
- no presentation by the handler, lack of response from the horse, looking away, moving away.
@ handlers attitude to spooking away and lack of interest

2. Narrow Gap . Confidence. Horse/ Pony to be directed through the gap by the handler, who
remains walking outside of barrier.

Presentation and timing

+ no hesitation by the pony , walking calmly and confidently through

- a lack of timing by the handler for the "ask" to the horse to walk through, hesitation or refusal
to enter the gap, spooking, lack of confidence, showing anxiety.

@ the handler fails to present the obstacle to the pony so that timing becomes an issue and
the horse fails to understand or choose's to move away.

3. S- Bend. Manouvre.

Halt at entrance, handler to turn and face the horse and to walk backwards through herself,
carefully watching the horses feet to negoiate the turns. horse should not step out or touch the
poles, handler may step out to make space available for the horse.

+ positve body language from the handler. A horse that follows the handler quietly and carefully
makes the turns, no stepping out or touching the poles.

- no halt and preparation by the handler, not walking backwards herself, horse rushing, failing
to stay within the ploes.

@ the handler having to "restrain" the horse by its head to stop it rushing, not using positive
body language by "blocking" the horse.

4. Bending, Around. 5x bending cones - 2m a part - the horse must enter the weave through
it's OFF side shoulder - horse only to weave, handler to remain walking in a straight line,
directing the horse through.

+ correctly enters the weave, uses body language to direct the horse, good timing is essential
by the handler to direct the horse.

- doesn't enter the weave correctly, fails to make the turns, knocks over the cones.

@ the handler showing lack of positive direction, no preparation to turn her body and use her
hands to direct the horse.

5. Arch. Under. Both handler and horse to pass under the arch, calmly and confidently.

+ leading position is maintained, looking at, but not spooking at the arch.

- hesitation, spooking, rushing, getting ahead of the handler.

@ failure to respond to the horses hesitation or anxiety. Not moving in front and to the side of a
horse that is showing signs of anxiety. allowing the horse to "duck" around the obstacle, which
is unsafe.




